Word Study Homework Menu
Each week you must use your spelling words to complete 3 activities from this Menu. You must choose one from each row. These activities need to be stapled together and turned into your teacher on Friday.
	Synonyms Antonyms

· Select 2 words from each pattern. 

· Create a table to match your word with a synonym or antonym
Words

Syn.

Ant.


	Spellingcity.com
· Go to the site and enter your words
· Select a game and play!
	Magazine Letters

· Cut letters out of magazines or newspapers to spell the words.

· Glue them to another piece of paper.


	Open Written Sort
· Write your spelling patterns on a piece of paper

· Flip over your word cards one at a time

· Write your words under the correct pattern

	Create a Crossword

· Puzzlemaker.com
· Make a word search or crossword puzzle with your words
· Solve your word search or crossword puzzle.


	Blind Written Sort

· Write your spelling patterns on a piece of paper

· Have your buddy read the word out loud to you

· Write the word without looking at the card under the correct spelling pattern

	Written Speed Sort

· Put the headers in a row on the table

· Start timer and sort your words under the headings.

· Stop time and record your time. Race against your score!

Write the sort when you are finished.
	Memory Match

· Put all of your words on cards. 

· Play a memory match game with the patterns.



	Word Hunt

· Write a header on your paper

· Skim and scan a book. Look for words that fit the categories

· Write the words that fit under each category.

	Poetry Slam

· Write a story, song, jokes, or a poem including all of your weekly words.
	Rainbow Write

· Write all your words. 

· Trace them with two different colors.

	Write a Letter

· Write a letter to someone using as many of your words as possible.

· Make sure to underline your words in the letter!


September 2016
Dear Parents,


We are extremely impressed with the work ethic your students have possessed throughout the past few weeks. Each student has started off the year well and we are pleased! 

As many of you know, CMS has moved toward a Balanced Literacy approach to facilitate reading and phonics instruction.  As a part of this program HES has implemented the word study program from the book, Words Their Way.  Word Study teaches students the strategies to look at words and construct a deeper understanding of how spelling works in connection with sound and meaning.  This practice helps students excel at manipulating word features and generalizing groups of words by understanding specific spelling patterns.  Word study is in place so teachers can effectively differentiate instruction in phonics, spelling and vocabulary to fit the needs of every student.  

One component of Word Study is spelling tests.  In the past, students were provided a list of spelling words at the beginning of the week and then would be tested on those same words later in the week.  With the implementation of Word Study, students will learn spelling patterns, vocabulary, and skills throughout the week using a variety of words and will be tested later in the week on some of the same or different words with the same patterns.  The purpose of this type of spelling tests is to see if students can apply the skill or spelling pattern for the week into practice with new words that fit the same pattern.  If the student has mastered the skill and spelling pattern and understands the meaning, then he/she should be able to write a new word we may or may not have specifically gone over.  The purpose of this is for students to develop an understanding of how spelling and vocabulary works in our English language and to provide each child with an authentic task.  In some cases, students will be asked to place words in categories to show their understanding of the different spelling patterns and meanings learned. 
 For example, the focus may be on prefixes “un” and “dis” for the week using the words unable, uncover, untie, disable, distrust, distant, and uncle.  Students would learn about the words and their meanings throughout the week and then discuss the differences between “dis” and “un.”  We would spend time talking about how uncle and distant do not fit the prefix’s meaning and why.  Friday, students would take a spelling test.
Thank you for your support.  Together, we can help your child make valuable progress!






Sincerely,






The Third Grade Team

